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is displayed at the residence of President Evo Morales in La Paz, Bolivia. Jorge Silva / Reuters On Oct. 1, Bolivia's Evo Morales, in the midst of his country's first
presidential election since he was re-elected in 2014, was ordered to move the capital out of the city of Santa Cruz, in the country's far west, and to a new, more

centrally located one. The issue of the capital's relocations is a sensitive one, because it has to do with a country where a year after the end of the Spanish-Colonial
occupation, people were fighting to regain control of their political rights. The reason for the orders was that the city of Santa Cruz is considered a "dangerous

breeding ground" for drug cartels. "I do not oppose the relocation of the capital, but I oppose the blackmail of the narcos," Morales told a group of foreign media on
Oct. 7. The next day he sent a statement in which he again said that he did not oppose the relocation: "I am forced to relocate the capital and I am in favor of

dialogue. What does not go well with me is that the state takes on a role of citizen security." But for the left-wing president there is more to be said. For, after all,
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was born on June 1. Bolivia's courts have dismissed the July 2012
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