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Scimitars were a type of sword

in the Late Bronze Age – a
straight sword with a

sharpened point on the back. It
is impossible to tell what the

origins of the word ‘scimitar’ is
in Greek, however, the term
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itself is ‘skamandros’ which
comes from the word

‘skamandros’, meaning ‘fixed
at a pivot point’, which in turn

comes from ‘skamanein’
meaning ‘to keep its place’ or

‘to fix’. Some ancient texts
used the term ‘skamandros’ as

a tool for measuring swords.
Scimitars were almost

exclusively used by
cavalrymen of the middle and

late Bronze Age. The best
scimitars were produced by the

city-states of Egypt, Anatolia
and Syria. Scimitars were often
divided into the ‘loft’, ‘handle’
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and ‘blade’. The scimitars of
late Bronze Age Egypt and

Syria have the longest handles
and, often, large blades. These

were used in battle and for
cutting down enemies when it

was time for a ‘riposte’ or
counter-stroke. The handles of
the Late Bronze Age scimitars
were crafted in the shape of

arms and legs. The pointed tip
of a Late Bronze Age scimitar
was used for piercing horses,

meat, and other heavy objects.
Scimitars were the preferred

weapon for cavalrymen during
the Late Bronze Age. The
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scimitars which have been
found in modern-day Syria

were made of bronze, copper,
bronze-nickel alloy, carbon and
iron. These blades c6a93da74d
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