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[3] See Muhammad Abu Zahara, Usul al-Figh, Dar Al-Fikr al-Arabi, 1958, p.242 and; Abu al-Aynayn
Badran, Usul al-Figh al-Islami, Muassassah Shahab al-Jamiah, Alexandria, 1984, p.237 cited
inMohammad Hashim Kamali, Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence, The Islamic Text Society,

Cambridge, 2003, p.306-308. If we are to use the language of our IT age, this course enables a

participant to download the operating system that allows him/her to develop compatibility with the
methodologies used by the classical jurists and their Schools of Juristic Thought in reaching verdicts
(fatwas). Through downloading the limited version of Shariah Intelligence, a participant will be able
to understand, to a significant extent, the appropriateness and relevance of the arguments of
scholars, both past and contemporary, on a given topic. Participants will be able to discern the
methods used by a credible jurist as distinct from the approaches of someone who specialises in
another branch of Islamic knowledge or has no specialisation at all. Moreover, participants will be
able to appreciate Muftis and Mujtahids who negotiate Usul al-Figh with Maqasid al-Shariah to
provide Islamic opinions on the most challenging issues of contemporary life.
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To reduce the impact of the earthquakes in Turkey in the mid-1950s on the works of Ibn Durayd,
Mecca University in Turkey (GU) decided to digitise the Suleymaniye Library archives and distribute
them to the university community. A group of GU researchers and librarians, with the help of IAU and
the Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism, digitised the entire archive and provided a PDF version
of it on the Web site of Ibn al-Haytham's primary student, and one of the great Sufis of the classical
period, Al-Taftazani. The e-library was introduced in the academic curriculum in the early 1960s at
GU. This was the first step in a major digitisation project in Turkey that is ongoing. A thorough study
of the digital content and distribution of these archives is under way. In 2008, the Jurisprudence of
the Muslim Figh project was launched in Turkey, using the Qur'an and the Sunnah course. A team of
academics from Ankara, Istanbul and Izmir universities digitised the library's collection of Usul al-
Figh and published the Jurisprudence of the Muslim Figh online edition which contains all the
authenticated works of Ibn al-Jawzi, Ibn Rushd, al-Shatibi and others. The series of books, in Turkish
and in the English language, can be downloaded from the website of the project. The series is in
production. The next step will be the publication of the Kitab Al-figh Al-islami Wa Adillatuhu of the
renowned Sufic scholar al-Taftazani. This book, which is presently still under discussion, will also be
distributed in electronic form. As for the Shariah departments in universities, they also demand a
different course. One such course is provided to students in the Shariah department of the Islamic
University of Malaysia (IMU) and to postgraduate students in Shariah Studies at the University of
Malaya (UM). The course will address the issues dealt with in the Kitab Al-figh Al-islami Wa
Adillatuhu. It begins with the issue of Al-Aqidah and its role in the composition of Shariah. The course
will examine the contents of Al-Aqgidah in light of the principles of Hadith and Ijma. Another issue that
the Kitab Al-figh Al-islami Wa Adillatuhu tackles is the question of Al-Mustaqni, i.e. whether our Salafi
predecessors held that a musawwida or SIF (sayings and actions of the Prophet) had to be present
for a claim to be valid and binding. It will discuss each of the following criteria: Ashab al-sunnah,
Dababil Fidha, the Arabic Asbab (etymology) and Mugaddima. 5ec8ef588b
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