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The Festo Software Tools (FST) is a suite of programming tools designed to program
for programmable logic controllers, or PLCs, which are specially crafted for
automation purposes. Festo defines automation as using processors and machine to
undertake technical processes without constant human intervention. To this end,
Festo has designed both hardware and software (which is FST) to carry out these
tasks, implementing the necessary functions for registering, processing and output of
the electronic signals. Such implementation requires programming and the
processing of logical and mathematical links, which was previously done by
mechanical means such as hydraulic devices. With the advent of computers and as
components of these devices become more portable and programming becomes
mainstream, these tasks are now nearly exclusively done by a special kind of
computer called a PLC.Unlike programming for personal computers, programming for
automation technology like Festo tools do not require constant human attendance for
it to work. The Festo Software Tools provide the programmer and the technician to
specify the particular instructions for a machine to do exactly as it was meant to do
without having to frequently check the results of the work. Festo is a global player
and an independent family-owned company with headquarters in Esslingen am
Neckar, Germany. Festo has set standards in industrial automation technology and
technical education ever since its establishment, thereby making a contribution to
sustainable development of the environment, the economy and society. The
company supplies pneumatic and electrical automation technology to 300,000
customers of factory and process automation in over 35 industries.
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