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grubs, and the like. The present disclosure relates to a grub control system and method for controlling grubs or the like, as well as for protecting plants, bushes and trees against attack by insects, by means of a physical barrier arrangement which extends along the stem of a plant. More particularly, the present disclosure relates to an elongated
barrier/isolation strip arrangement, which may be installed for aesthetic purposes (e.g., to block sight of a lawn, shrub, tree or the like), to provide pest control benefits or protection to the plant or bushes or trees, and/or to provide a physical barrier for building construction, landscaping, nursery operations and the like. The barrier/isolation strip

arrangement may be employed as a component of a grub control system, or as a stand alone grub management and pest protection system for plants or bushes and trees. Insect infestations and outbreaks of insects (including arachnids such as spiders) and pests can occur on a wide variety of plants and food crops. In large part, insect infestations and
outbreaks are caused by the proliferation and dispersal of populations of insects and pests to new infestation areas by means of a process known as “larval drift.” These insects may also be mobile, or may be capable of movement from infestation area to infestation area and/or area to area, by means of walking, crawling or by means of some other

mobility or locomotion mechanism. In many situations, a population of pests may grow to one or more pest management problem levels, and the population may expand its range to a plant or plant area (e.g., by means of larval drift) to an extent that the plant or plant area is susceptible to further infestation by pests, possibly in a critical area such as a
food crop or an area that might otherwise be inaccessible. Consequently, it is known to attempt to prevent or reduce pest and pest management problems by various means, including in some circumstances by applying pesticide treatments to a pest problem area. However, certain species of pests (e.g., ants) exhibit a high degree of mobility, and may

often evade or outrun the life span of the pesticides that may be applied to control the pest, and thereby avoid control. As a result, such pesticide treatments may be of no practical use. In addition, certain pesticide treatments may pose environmental hazards. For example, some species of migratory pest (e.g., deer, cattle and/or sheep) may be harmed
or otherwise detrimentally impacted by a pesticide treatment, and may therefore be less inclined to return to an area that has been treated with a pesticide, so that in effect the pesticide treatment has little or no residual control effect.
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