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doe-eyed prospects in 2nd half of Big Ten schedule If
Maryland is to make a serious run for a Big Ten
championship, the Terrapins need to make big improvements
in the second half of their Big Ten schedule. The stretch
before Thanksgiving, starting with Iowa, Michigan State and
Ohio State, is the most difficult part of the schedule.
Maryland won 13 of its first 15 games, which included a 14-0
win over Penn State, and it mustered a decisive victory over
rival North Carolina in the regular-season finale. But the
Terrapins have been unable to bounce back from a pair of
losses to open conference play, falling 49-31 at No. 21
Michigan State and 49-34 at home to Ohio State. Maryland
has floundered since that win over North Carolina, dropping
three consecutive games by a combined score of 162-67. The
Terrapins (4-2, 1-1 Big Ten) host No. 23 Purdue (3-3, 2-1)
Saturday. “This is a rivalry game for us,” said Maryland
coach Ralph Friedgen. “Purdue is a good team. They’re a
good football team and a good team to play against. … You
just get the feel in your bones that the more you do
something, the more you have to accomplish it.” Maryland,
which is 17th in the BCS standings, will be seeking a sixth
straight win in the series against Purdue. The Boilermakers
defeated Maryland, 31-26, in 2014. Besides Purdue,
Maryland’s other conference games are at No. 16 Michigan,
No. 18 Penn State, No. 22 Indiana and No. 22 Nebraska.
Powered by greg-biffer If you want to see how a Maryland
football team can be a dominant force, look no further than
last season. The Terps averaged 49.8 points per game, which



led the country by 6.4 points per game. They did so in just 14
games, something that helped keep their lofty rankings.
Maryland didn’t play North Carolina until November 2. The
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